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very amiable toward everybody and behaved like a fop,
gesticulating with his arms and legs, in a fashion not at
all befitting an Emperor. After a while the Emperor drew*
me into the Ambassador's study, where we remained alone.
He opened the conversation by calling my attention to the
dangers which were threatening Europe from beyond the
seas. America, he said, is growing rich at Europe's expense,
and it is necessary to build a high tariff wall around Europe
so as to make it impossible for America to flood us with its
products. The European countries must unite to shut out
the transatlantic competitor, who is growing very danger-
ous, especially as regards agriculture, and thus to arrest the
development of the United States of America. I took the
liberty then of observing to the Emperor that the interests
of continental Europe were not identical with those of
Great Britain and that, therefore, she would have to be
excluded from the contemplated European union. His
Majesty retorted that England constituted no danger for
the agriculture of Europe and that she could not be ex-
cluded, for the reason that it was his intention to establish
the best of relations with her. The tariff wall should be
erected against America alone, he reiterated.
Thereupon I pointed out that, whether or not England
was included, an economic war against America was not
practicable, because many European countries* were not
likely to agree to it. Speaking for Russia, I went on saying
that we would be loath to embrace His Majesty's viewpoint,
for the reason that ever since the American Revolutionary
War we had been on the best of terms with the United
States of America and that we did not intend to quarrel
with that country.
Having thus dismissed the Kaiser's scheme, I proceeded
to expound my own views on the general political situation,
as I saw it at the time and as I still see it. After referring
to the unbreakable tie which exists between political prestige